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as well as admired. That union was her parents*
supreme desire and raised her very high on the
social ladder.

Her young husband, the sub-farmer-general with
a thousand things to attend to, left his wife very
free; she took advantage of this liberty to redecorate
the Etioles castle, have comedies performed there,
and receive Montesquieu, Fontenelle, Crebillon,
Voltaire and Bernis. Soon Mme d'Etioles* salon
was the meeting-place of an elegant society who
admired their young hostess's dazzling beauty,
and appreciated her lavish and delightful hospi-
tality and the stimulating light-heartedness of her
surroundings.

When it was fine Jeanne-Antoinette walked in
the Senart forest; Louis XV often chanced to meet
her there, and dazzled by her beauty could not
disguise his feelings. Natural preference took him
towards this lovely creature's haunts; and the king
made it his custom to go up and greet her and
invite her to Versailles, to the great alarm of Mme
de Chateauroux who, forseeing in her a rival, did
her best to circumvent the danger. The Pays-Bas
campaign put an end to lovers' meetings at Senart;
then Mme d'Etiole's growing favour was confirmed
without a doubt by the parties in February 1745.
Bernis in his memoirs has related the events
preceding her rise* "There was a ball at Versailles
in the winter of 1745, and all the beauties of town
and court were there. It was the Judgment of
Paris; but the lady who was to receive the apple
hoped to hold as well the helm of affairs. At the